Support our Priests
Send a card—Say a Prayer
Let them know that we care

Ordir ation

Anniv: rsaries
FEBRUARY

2/2 Rev. Kenneth Olsen

Happy
Birt :day
FEBRUARY

2/3 Rev. Edmund Smith

2/8 Rev. Peter Smith

2/15 Rev. Michael Kueber

2/19 Rev. David Janes

2/20  Rev. Joseph Nguyen Duc Hau
Rev. Philip Waibel

2/21  Rev. Don Buxman

SERRA
INTERNATIONAL
PRAYER
FOR VOCATIONS

Loving Father, through the inter-
cession of our Blessed Mother,
Queen of Vocations, may our
youth joyfully respond to your call
to follow Jesus in the priestly or
religious life. AMEN

“Come and see”. “Come after me, and | will make you fishers of men.” We
recall in the gospels at this time of year that Jesus is calling his apostles.
This is not just a piece of history, but an invitation to priesthood and conse-
crated life. He continues to call young men and women to serve as disciples,
but the call is also for us as Catholics and Serrans to extend that invitation to
viable candidates and to affirm those He has chosen.

We rely heavily on Mt. Angel to prepare young men of 31 dioceses, for priest-
hood, and rejoice that it is full to overflowing. Let’s kick in as much as we can
individually afford to help finance the new classroom building and to help with
students’ tuition. It is an important way that many of us can answer Jesus’
call and support Serran objectives. Pray, pray, pray. Encourage others to
pray. Support priests and religious in your words and actions.

Mary, Mother of Vocations, pray for us.
Mary Ann Perlot. President

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
PRIEST APPRECIATION DINNER

Monday, February 20
Cocktails at 6 PM
Dinner at 7 Pm
Multnomah Athletic Club (MAC)
RSVP by February 15th - Mary Ann Perlot at (503) 656-3482
or email maperlot@earthlink.net
Invitations have been mailed
All priests are invited as guests of the Serra Club
All Serrans are invited along with spouse or guests
Cost for Serrans is $35/pp.

2007 REGIONAL CONVENTION CHAIR PERSON APPOINTED

We are pleased to announce that Jackie Colombo (wife of Serran Phil Colombo) has
accepted the role of Chair Person for the Portland Regional Convention scheduled
for 2007. Congratulations Jackie and welcome aboard! It's a big job and I'm sure
Jackie will be looking for everyone's support for this regional event.

SPECIAL THANKS TO RAY MARTIN

We'd like to acknowledge all the efforts and support Ray Martin has provided for
years as the Portland Serra Club’s sacristan and spiritual reader. Ray has done an
outstanding job in this role and everyone appreciates his efforts! Ray has decided it
is time for him to pass the baton off to another Serran. Mike Elder will take over as
sacristan; and our newest member, Jack Kloster, has agreed to be our spiritual re-
flection reader on the first Wednesdays. Welcome aboard and thanks!

Again, many thanks to Ray for his contributions and his lovely wife and fellow
Serran, Dolores, for her supporting role.
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CHRISTMAS PARTY
December 21st Christmas Party - Our annual Portland Serra Club Christmas
Party was another outstanding event held at St. Patrick Church. The party started at
11:30 with a hosted bar and then proceeded with a wonderful buffet feast. The
event was well attended by Serrans and their spouses, special guests and priests.
Thanks to the Christmas Party committee for another festive and gala affair!

January 4, 2006 meeting - Brian Hershweiler, Executive Director of the
Blanchet House of Hospitality in downtown Portland, spoke about its mission and his
personal journey leading up to his employment there. Brian was educated in the
area of social services at Washington State University, and subsequently served for
a time at the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

The mission of Blanchet House since its founding 54 years ago has been to feed the
homeless and hungry in the Portland area. Brian’s introduction to the work of
Blanchet was as a client, homeless, hungry and alcoholic. The care and support
given him at that time by the staff and volunteers were first steps for him toward
sobriety, dignity, and a life of service to his community.

Now under Brian's direction the agency feeds more than 500 homeless men and
women daily, houses 25 homeless people on a temporary basis while supporting
them in their job searches, and runs a 62 acre animal farm in the Carleton

area. Because of his energy, enthusiasm, people skills and belief in the clients he
serves, Brian has developed a large network of donors who contribute food, cloth-
ing, materials, and financial and personnel resources to help carry out the mission of
Blanchet House.

SPECIAL EVENT—SERRA CLUB SEMINARIAN DINNER
January 13th —The Portland Serra Club hosted our annual dinner honoring the
Mt. Angel Portland Archdiocese Seminarians. This event was a great success with
seminarians, along with a few of their family members, and Serrans totaling about
67 in attendance.

It was a great opportunity for the Seminarians to meet and talk to Serra club mem-
bers—many of whom have “adopted seminarians” as part of our “Adopt a Seminar-
ian” program. This event also gives Serrans a chance to spend one-on-one time
with these great young men who are our future priests. The dinner was delicious
and the event was obviously enjoyed by all who attended.

January 18, 2006 meeting - Ordained Deacon Bob Little , serving at St Pius X
Parish in northwest Portland, described his growing up Catholic in Eastern U.S. He
migrated west to the University of Portland graduating with a degree in Philosophy,
with no clear vision of what path he wanted to follow. Although he applied twice to
the seminary in the few years after college, it was his priest advisor who helped him
discern his call, not to the priesthood, but to marriage.

Driven by the continued desire for service and lay ministry he, along with his wife,
received masters degrees in Pastoral Ministry at Seattle University and became
involved in religious education programs with youth, and then later adults. He found
himself drawn strongly to the deaconate concept that came out of Vatican Il. After a
three year formation period, while raising a family, Bob was ordained a Deacon in
the Archdiocese of Portland in 1983.

Bob noted that Vatican Il described the Deaconate as a Sacrament of Service, not a
"mini-priest”. He has found the opportunities for service unending in the liturgies of
the Church. He stressed the importance of discerning where God is calling you in
your heart, in your family, and in your community.

Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations
O God, You have constituted Your only-begotten Son supreme and eternal Priest for the glory
of Your majesty and the salvation of mankind. Grant that those whom He has chosen minis-
ters and dispensers of his mysteries may be found faithful in fulfilling the ministry they have
received.
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February 1, 2006
Board Meeting 10:30
Lunch/Meeting Noon
PROGRAM : Brother Jonathan Cord, De
LaSalle Christian Brothers

February 15, 2006
Mass

Lunch/Meeting
PROGRAM: Fr. Peter O'Brien St Cecilia

Noon

March 1, 2006
Board Meeting 10:30
Lunch/Meeting Noon
PROGRAM: Vocation Expansion - Dan
Jones / Father Buxman

March 15, 2006
Mass
Lunch/Meeting

PROGRAM: : Judge Mike Bennett—

Naturalization

Noon

March 29, 2006

SPECIAL EVENING EVENT
Membership Drive & Guest Speaker
All Saints Parish - Details to follow
PROGRAM—David Carrier on Justice &
Peace

Please
Pray for vocations
daily.

Serra Club of Portland
500 NE Multnomah — Suite 330
Portland, OR
Mary Ann Perlot, Club President
503-656-3482
maperlot@earthlink.net

Serra Club Bulletin
Lynn Jones, Editor
503-645-2172
Icayanusjones@verizon.net

WEBSITE: www.serraportland.org




