
Support our Priests 
Send a card—Say a Prayer 
Let them know that we care 

 

 

MARCH 
�

3/6 Rev. John McGuire 
3/24 Rev. Cletus Osuji 
3/25 Rev. John Domin 
 Rev. Edmond Bliven 
3/30 Rev. Francis Chun 
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MARCH 
 

3/01 Rev. Roy Antunez, SJ 
3/02 Rev. Msgr. Timothy Murphy 
3/05 Rev. Mark Bachmeier 
3/05 Rev. Roger Marcus Fernando 
3/05 Rev. Thomas Royce, SJ 
3/11 Rev. Cathal Brennan 
3/13 Rev. Andrew Thomas 
3/14 Rev. David Clark 
3/17 Rev. Juan Jose Gonzalez 
3/20 Rev. Msgr. Gregory Moys 
3/21 Rev. Dale Waddill 
3/24 Rev. Joseph S. McMahon 
3/26 Rev. Thomas Lamanna, SJ 
3/26 Rev. Patrick Walsh 
3/28 Rev. Maxy D’Costa, sfx 

Stepping “Out of the Box” was a great success for our last Serra Club meeting 
which was held at St. John Vianney (homes for retired priests).  You can read 
the article in this newsletter for all the details. One of the facts that stands out is 
that there were 32 Serrans who attended this meeting.  
  
On March 7 we will be having another “Out of the Box” meeting.   This meeting 
will be held at St. Pius X parish, which is hosting the annual Vocations Rally. 
The Sisters who are on the Diocesan Vocation Committee are the organizers of 
the Vocation Rally.  The event will begin at 9:00 A.M. and conclude by 2:00 p.m. 
 

Several of our Portland Serra Club members from St. Pius will be helping with 
the various activities.  Therefore, our Serran Board voted to hold our meeting on 
that same day at St. Pius X.  There will be no formal meeting. All Serrans are 
encouraged to attend anytime between 9:00 A.M. -2:00 P.M. to observe the 
various activities in which the 300 + sixth graders will be involved. The Sisters 
do a terrific job in alerting these youngsters to the vocations that are available to 
them.  Our usual lunch will be provided ($8) at noon.   

Blessed Junipero Serra, Pray for us.    
Ken Harris, President 
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VOCATIONS RALLY !  
 

Vocations Rally provides an opportunity for sixth grade students to spend a day 
to learn more about and have interaction with priests, brothers and sisters.  All 
religious communities are invited and many are expected to participate. 
 
The 5th Annual Vocations Rallies are scheduled to be held at St. Pius X on 
Wednesday, March 7 and Queen of Peace in Salem on Thursday, March 8 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm .  As mentioned in the President’s Message there will 
not be a Portland Serra Club meeting on Wednesday, March 7.  We hope to 
have Serrans come to the St. Pius Vocations Rally! 
 
Lunch will be offered by our own caterer at noon and the Sisters will be our 
guests for lunch. 

NEW OFFICERS 2012-2013  
 

The slate of Officers and Trustees for 2012-2013 was presented to the board by the 
nominating committee and will be voted on March 21 
 
President Dean Petitt  
VP Programs Bob Turner Treasurer Ed O’Hanlon 
VP Communications Margret Harris Secretary Peggy Van Hoomissen 
Co-VP Vocations Paul & Monique Harris 1-yr Trustee Dave Hughes 
Co-VP Membership Art & Sandy Diederich 2-yr Trustee Dan Jones  
Webmaster Lynn Jones 3-yr Trustee Jim O’Hanlon 
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Feb 1, 2012 - Bob Turner began with the story of Sister Francella Mary Griggs, an activist nun, who worked throughout 
the 1970’s to help the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians regain their tribal status and guaranteed health services and 
social programs.  Bob then introduced our speaker, fellow Serran, John Brockamp, who made a presentation on “The 
Tarahumara Wellness Story; the survival of the 80,000 members of a Mexican Indian tribe”.  John and his wife, Peggy, 
host an auction/dinner each year to benefit the Tarahumara Children’s Hospital Fund.  John presented a slide show 
about the Tarahumara people living in the Tarahumara Copper Canyon of Sierra Madre Mountains in the State of Chi-
huahua in Mexico.  He gave a brief history of the wellness ministry begun in 1964 by Jesuit Catholic priest, Father Luis 
Verplancken.  John displayed bookmarks “A Call for Vocations in Service” which can be placed in Missalets in church 
pews, another tool for parish vocation committees. 

Serra Club Host Annual Dinner honoring Portland Arc hdiocese Seminarians 
 

The Portland Serra Club annually hosts a dinner for Portland Archdiocese Seminarians at St. Patrick’s Parish.  This year’s event was 
held on Saturday, February 4.  Currently the Archdiocese has 50 wonderful seminarians – all of whom are invited to the event.   Mount 
Angel is the main seminary for the Portland Archdiocese.  However, there are also Archdiocese seminarians attending St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park, CA; Sacred Heart Seminary in Hales Corner, WI and The Pontifical North American in Rome, Italy! 
 
Although due to logistics those who were able to attend the dinner are from Mount Angel Seminary, the Serran Club received a few 
grateful responses to the invitation from other seminarians.  Manuel Becerra wrote:  “I have had the opportunity to be there some 
years and it has been a wonderful time.  Now I am studying at St. Patrick Seminary in California so I won’t be there.  Thank you so 
much for your invitation.  God Bless you!” 
 
Timothy Furlow, Seminarian studying at Pontifical North American College in Vatican City replied to the invitation by saying: “On be-
half of all of the Roman seminarians for the Archdiocese of Portland I would just like to thank you for all your good work and especially 
for the wonderful dinner that you host every year at St. Patrick's. I was able to attend last year (my first year in seminary) and it was 
truly a blessing. Though we will not be able to make the journey back this year please know that we remain quite thankful and count it 
an honor to be included in your thoughts and prayers. May the Lord bless you for all you have done and continue to do for us.” 
 
Vocations Director for the Portland Archdiocese, Father John Henderson, is also the Chaplain for the Serra Club of Portland, which 
makes for a great team. Serra International is the lay vocation arm of the Church and our mission is to foster and affirm vocations to 
the ministerial priesthood and vowed religious life in the USA, and through this ministry, further our members’ common Catholic faith.  
The Annual Serra Dinner honoring Portland Archdiocesan seminarians and their families is one of the events which affirm vocation to 
the ministerial priesthood.  
 
The event was a tremendous success with a total of 70 seminarians, family and Serrans in attendance.  Included is a photo of the 
seminarians with Father Henderson.  

SERRAN PRAYER  
FOR VOCATIONS 

 
O God, Who wills not the death of a 
sinner but rather that he be con-
verted and live, grant we beseech 
you through the intercession of the 
Blessed Mary, ever Virgin, Saint 
Joseph, her spouse, Blessed  
Junipero Serra and all the saints an 
increase of laborers for Your 
Church, fellow laborers with Christ 
to spend and consume themselves 
for souls through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son Who lives and 
reigns with You.  In the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen 
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SERRA CLUB HOSTS LUNCH WITH RETIRED PRIESTS AT ST. JOHN VIANNEY 
 

As our President wrote, the February 15 Serra Club meeting was held at the St. John Vianney Portland Arch-
diocese’s retirement center for retired priests.  Monsignor Arthur Dernbach coordinated with Jim O’Hanlon 
and Ken Harris to organize the event.  The program consisted of four of the priests giving a brief autobiogra-
phy .  Father Dernbach related his duties at Central Catholic as a science teacher and later administrator, as 
well as his parish and archdiocesan assignments.   

Father John Domin had the audience in the palm of his hand with some very 
humorous antidotes of his career activities.  Father Domin was and still is a 
very accomplished artist. Father John was exceptionally delightful but said it 
took all his energy to share his story so he didn’t stay for lunch.  We caught 
him heading back to his cozy home (see photo left). 

Father Harry Holwell was next on the agenda.  He shared quite a different bi-
ography as he was born in England, converted to Catholicism, and became a 
priest later in life.  He had some great words of advice for all of us, especially 
about what type of medical procedure to avoid.  And the finale featured Father 
Dan Reynolds who served as an assistant pastor or pastor in many of the par-
ishes in our Archdiocese. 

It was a memorable afternoon with the priests (Left to right:  Fr. Harry Holwell, Msgr. Art Dernbach, 
Fr. Dan Reynolds, and Fr. Francis Chun) Everyone seemed to enjoy the wonderful luncheon and 
one we hope to do again in the future. 

After lunch Father Dernbach enjoyed offering the last 
of the chocolate chip cookies....waste not want not! 
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SPRING LEADERSHIP PLANNING CONFERENCE – APRIL 13-15  

 
The Region 12 Spring Leadership Planning Conference (SLPC) for all incoming officers  is scheduled for Friday April 
13th through Sunday April 15 th in Vancouver, WA.   Registration and welcome reception are Friday from 6-8 PM at the 
Phoenix Inn in Vancouver. Officers planning session and workshops will be all day Saturday with Mass Saturday eve-
ning.  The Presidents’ planning session & workshop are scheduled for Sunday from 9:00 until noon.   All incoming offi-
cers should be receiving a registration packet in t he mail with agenda, hotel info and details .  If not, contact 
Jerome Buckmeier at 360-883-9333.  We hope to have 100% of our incoming officers at this conference.  
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March 7, 2012  
Serra Meeting will be at St. Pius X 
In support of VOCATIONS RALLY 
Lunch will be served by our caterer 
BOARD MEETING MOVED TO 21ST 
 
March 21, 2012 
 Board Meeting 10:30 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting  
PROGRAM:   Fr. Richard Berg, 
“Fragments of Hope” 
 
April 4, 2012 
 Board Meeting 10:30 
 Lunch/Meeting Noon 
PROGRAM:   Fr. Lucas Laborde,  
Multi-cultural congregation & Chaplain of 
Newman Center PSU 
 
April 18, 2012 
 Mass  Noon 
 Lunch/Meeting  
PROGRAM:   Mary Sharon Moore, 
Vocation of Holiness 
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March 7, 2012 
Vocations Rally 9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 St. Pius X Portland 
 

March 8, 2012 
Vocations Rally 9:00 am -  2:00 pm 
 Queen of Peace in Salem  
 

Sunday, April 8, 2012 EASTER 
 

Fri-Sat, April 13-15, 2012 
Spring Leadership Conference 
Vancouver, Washington  

 
April 29, 2012 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations  
 
May 2, 2012 
NEW MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
 

Serra Club of Portland 
1500 NE Irving, Suite 440 
Portland, OR 97232-4208  

Ken Harris, Club President 
503-645-5589  

ksmharris@frontier.com 
 

Serra Club Bulletin 
Margret Harris / Lynn Jones,  Editors 

503-645-5589 / 503-645-2172 
ksmharris@frontier.com 

lcayanusjones@frontier.com 
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The Serra Club of Portland was pleased to host their Annual Appreciation Dinner honoring Priests, Deacons and Men 
Religious on Sunday, February 19 at the Double Tree Lloyd Center. Over 70 clergy & guests attended the event hosted 
by 45 Serrans – including two Serrans from the Salem-Keizer Serra Club. 
 
The evening started with a cocktail and appetizer social with beautiful piano music in the background, provided by Arletta 
O’Hearn from St. Pius X.  Everyone seemed to enjoy the opportunity to spend quality time together and the Serrans took 
this opportunity to again express their gratitude and appreciation for the dedication and service the clergy provide! A 
wonderful dinner followed. 
 
Serra Club President, Ken Harris welcomed all in attendance and introduced Archbishop John G. Vlazny to share a few 
remarks.  The Serrans took this opportunity to wish Archbishop Vlazny an early happy birthday and sang “Happy Birth-
day” to him.  The Annual Appreciation Dinner has already been booked for next year at the Double Tree and all clergy 
were encouraged to SAVE THE DATE of February 10, 2013. 

PORTLAND SERRA CLUB HOSTS ANNUAL CLERGY APPRECIATIO N DINNER 

WORDS OF WISDOM 
 

It may well be that the greatest 
tragedy of this period of social 
transition is not the glaring  
noisiness of the so-called bad 
people, but the appalling silence 
of the so-called good people. 
 
The important thing about a man 
is not the color of his skin or the 
texture of his hair, but the texture 
and quality of his soul. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 


